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| have submitted a power point photo presentation that | hope would help you to
visually realize the benefits of large land mechanical fuel reduction. This project is
being completed by my company to reduce heavy fuel loading on a Montana
ranch. This prescription was designed to reduce the risk of a catastrophic wildland
fire on the ranch and also to promote both wildlife and domestic livestock forage.
This fuel reduction fire mitigation prescription was designed and managed for the
ranch by one of many qualified Montana forester who is retired from the US
Forest Service with 30 plus years of fire and fuel experience.

With that said, | would now like to address the Department of Natural Resources
and Conservation’s (DNRC) roll and involvement of this bill. | do not feel Montana
tax payers should be burden with the cost when the lands owners should
obtaining a qualified private forester (of who may need to be register with the
DNRC to perform fire mitigation/ fuel reduction prescriptions). Throughout
Montana are numerous retired Forest Service foresters and now foresters that
have been lay off with the down turn in the suffering logging industry that are
fully qualified to design wildfire mitigation prescriptions.

In closing, | would ask this committee to consider striking the conservation
easement requirement from this bill for land owners to obtain tax credit to
perform wildfire mitigation on their properties. In conjunction, | would also ask
that DNRC's involvement be limited to the verification of the acres and dollars
spent on private land that has completed wildfire mitigation. This bill could be a
large contribution to helping stimulating the state’s economy by putting
unemployed loggers, Resource Management companies and foresters back to
work in Montana.

Thank you;

David Russell
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